


BI LL MARTIN 

of 93 1 Hillside, London, N.11. 10 
off ere the following for Sii.le. Aleo , to all thie 
Xme - Cl!ERHY Wiehee - and MERRr deye •. 

Gem 197 The Ghost of St.J1.me; Gem 302 The M,yetery 
of the lb.inted Room; Gem 407 The Station Holiday; 
id Gem 42 Piggine Fig Pudding; id Gem 37 Tom Merry 
Chrietnas; Gem 93 The Terrible 3'e Xms larty; Mag 
net 253 Drwnmed out of Grey1'r1ars; Magnet 200 Win
£1P.tee Folly; Magnet 357 The Return 01' the Prodigal; 
Plucks Vol.5. 626-651, 26 copies one Xms Double 
NUJ!lber, mostly school stories eome written by Chae. 

Hamilton featuring St.Jima. Plucks Vol.10, 276 - 300. 
School Stories by Jack North featuring Haygarth. 
Complete etoriee. Two Bound Vols. of the Gem 1221 
1245, 1246-1271. A.lso a goodly supply o:f Magnets 
and Gel!IB :from 1916-1940. Four Bound Vols.Collector 
Digest 1-48, aleo loose copies. Four Bound Vole . 
Collectors Digest Annual , also loose copies. Two 
Bound Vole . Story laper Collector l-43. One Bound 
Vol.Collectors liliecelJ.an.y l..20, also looee copies. 
22 Vole.1920-41 Grey1'r1are Holiday Annual.a, aleo 
odd Vo1·s. 25 copies compl ete Set earlier Reprints 
Nelson Lee 1933, l..25. 3rd Series, aleo 200 c opi es 
OJ.d Seri es 4-55 0. 150 copi e s Sexton Blaire Libre.r 
iee, let Series; 50 copies 2nd Series ; 200 copies 
3rd Seri es. 20 copi es Boys Fri end Libre.ri ee 1st 
Seri es, 200 c opi e s 2nd Series. First 66 consecut
ive copies Al1in e Pllblicatione, Dick Turpin 1902 
Libraries, lee s 56, 62, 64 . Mint condition, hand
somely illustrated. id Pluck 212 X!llle double Num
ber, The Stolen Diepatchee :featuring Nelson Lee 
17/12/1898 . Marv13l Vol.ll, No. 48 The Accusing Shad 
rll/l, :featuring Sexton Blake. Both complete etori ee, 
2 .10 . 94 , anj very re.re copies. Plucks 421-510 con
secutive, :featuring Uilliam Spearing, :famous Scot
land Yard Detective. Plucks al eo Xime Double Noe. 
64 pagee, J.07 , 159, 211, 262 315 . S,?Orts Libre.r
iee 292-297. Dreadnoughts 136- 159 both numbers in
cJ.usive, the only 24 copies in this Publication 
that featured Greyfriare School - mint condit i on . 
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DECEMBER 12:il 
Edi to r • lU.sc&lleneous S ec t ion 

Rerb ert Leckenb7, T elephone ZJ:chsng e , 
c/o ce ntn>l Regist17, Northe rn comm~nd , Yor k. 

FRrn THE EDrrOR•S CILJll 

·, ishing Pll our reed ers et home end 
ov ers eas e HB22l Christm cs eJld 

e Pros2erous Ne~ Year 

.:.n Eventful Five Years , Once egf' in we 've r eached th e end ot' 
a volumE - I'm ge tting used to se;ying th at now. I rem emb er 
when th e letters st~rted to come i.n in r eltp(lnse to No . l one 
of the first co nt ,;i.n ed e subscription for six months. I IIPi i 
t o nwe elf" lit t l e fearfully, "I ho pe I shon•t have t o send 
him eey of it beck." Y,e ll , thot trustful friend ha d more 
faith in t he success of t he little magazine then I had, rald 

it's gr <>et t o think be will soon b e getting th e issue numberld 
ten tim es si:J:. 

~ t the end of eP ch volum e I like to l ook b eck. Thie y e 11" 

t here 's 'Ileen storm f! S W<>ll P B sunshine, nmrertbel ess we rePch 

the end with co l ours fl.yi.ng . 
~e r e trouble wee concerned I refer, of course, to the 

s lsrmi.Dg incre e se in cost of production, which gave us no 
option b\lt to increase :th o price of our littl e magazin e. ~ 



· ·- ·-·-·- ·-·-· -·-· - ·-·- ·-· -·- -3 36- -· - ·-·-·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·-· -· -·-·-·-
! two s ubscrib ctre dr oppod out r.s r- co ns e quence, conv i ncing proo:f ; 
! I t 11ink, of tho ~ff ecti on rith which th e C .D. is he ld. · , ,, , 

:~: ;:: !~~! ..;'.r!e:~t~ ~r~.f ~~ =:i ~~t~ ~:~:: · 0 ;w~h~~!;!!; [ 
i on the o~h or be nd we hr vo gai ned mr.ny n- fri ends , wit h o grin i 
i i n cirOuletion . . 
i Once rgc in th • r e wGr e mer,y outstrnding even ts . in l!ry 1 

i t he hoppy oc~ os l on - -.·he n the porent Clu b in London welcomed i 
,! 1110,nbers of Nort hern . The n th ~ impr essive st art of t he Midl en d 
! club, un der the ~nt erprisi.ng ch~i rmenship of J ac k Corbett , i 
!followed b1 othe r s et Li verp ool r nd in ~ ustr r li o; all lik e ly ! 
i to ~,.ecooc gl'f'ltif .t ing euccaesea . Ian' t i t mf'rv ol l ous when you ! 
i t!l:.nk of it? ! 
i ";";a t vo 1-ls o b!ld f our Exhibiti ons - e t , t:wcEis tl c, Geteshvfld~ 
i Bre1!"o rd ond Sca r bo r ough. l' c writi ng bef or o nu.a of the l aot; 
' nrm<,i co::ics t hro ugh , but und oubt ed ly tho o t hers cr es t ed e l ot j 
! cf in t erest r-nd brc ught bouquet s from th a Li.br~ riee conce:m od. i i YGS. we c , n s Pfely SpY th a t de sp ite dif ficulties h's i 
; boe n rnothe r y oe r of sterdy pro gre ss. 

Now on to Volu:ne Six. 
j ••c••••••• 
i1~ t 9 NeP.:Jv t{ordz . no t l ong t1ft c !" you T€("'Oiv e t his th8 .. :JlJ'l1lf'll / 
!wi ll be dropi,ing thr ough 3'.0ur l one r box, not with the " dull 1 
' thud of r retu...--ned menusc :rip t" , but li h , I hop~ , t he ch .aerful ; 
! ent ;.7 of e we lc ome v-isito r. 1..t th e tilll e of 1'l'i ting t hi s meny j 
j :r,rgt.s l.e.vq ~~f::ln 1'11.n off, e nd l F tA 1'1-r ~:i.cl es t y-pe cl end r &Eld ove;; j 
jf ur pcssib l o e r-.rors t o be c orre ~te d . One Prt i c l e is 11!!:! ! 
j n~r..1v e F, rt1 f' t Greyfri flra" ;y J . Br ee z .i re ntl cy r.::f err :..d t o ! 
j c:1 Eln~'if !)f'ge. In t)p e it l oo ks t h~ go ods. In An ea rli er ! 
ILJmul'J.l B v.rinner :fro:n Bill Gi::nder tel li ng of 'the rrriv rl s c f ! 
; the boys rt Gr eyfri er s , but I don't think the two nrticl es w11t 
: in ~ny wey cl e s h. . · 
· I spent th e whol e of lre t Sebbeth dPy chec king and r e -l checking the ••·,ho 's '"/ho ". I f ound th e t ebout 40 de linqu ents , 
j hr d no t s ent in th eir qu es ti onnaire for111S, s o I hed to prepare i 
ien en tr y f or them - Llr . ~uc l ch would h Ave given th em lin es . i 
i Tha t wesn •t th e end of 11\Y-l " bours. One& ege in , I f ound ! 
'I b ed rn emberr e eement of rich es nnd in evi tsbly S0llj90na bed 1 

! t o bo disappointe d Pnd e few r rticl .. e left out. These includ f 
l two of m:r own "Written or-rly on, ncuri os iti es in Magnet Titles" i 
i r·nd 11Dot ..rctiv os in Boye' Fiction" . Howev er, t ht.'Y won ' t ba 
;wf'sted - t hey'll give -us c s t nrt fo r naxt y enr• s t • 
! Ycu mey fi nd just !• f ew uf'gea l oss t to combtit the incr ePs ~ 



-- --- --- ----------· - ·-· - ·-----·- - 337- - -- . -·- ·-· -·-· - ·- ·-·-· -·- ·-·-·, i c os t of production ov er :ind Pbova th£1t ge inod by our o,;vn i 
; adv ance in pric e , but by t' r 9-l' IT Bngece nt of the ''"Tho' e "Tho" j 
; we c vlcul at e ,,e sh ell goin som& p egee , thus on th a who l o y ou i 
· ...-111 ge t just t>bout th a et>me amount cf r eed i ng mot t er ea l e et j 

ye ar , which I think I ot>n claim i s no mee n ech1 ,;vement . I 
Now t he r e 's will e fe w who h ave n't y et ~rd er od. Pleeae ! 

do the ne cesse ry , t h ose it ref ers t o , and thus r e lieve t he I 
~~~ ! 

I 
I 
i 

Yours ainc ar a ly, 
H'""1!BFRT L:;x:KENBY 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ i 
s . .u,; OF 33 SElCTOJf Br....:.<E LIBR..lU5S (First sorfos) betw een ( 

74 £'nd 175. , 
20 Boy's Fri end Libre riee (First s eri es) Botwoen 439 end si~ . 

.:.lso 560, 667, 702 . 
9 Nelson Lee ' s , 19 10/9 . Boy e• Leede r, 2 , 3, 4. ; 
.'..lso somG .:.ldlllo s. Robin Hood , No's 2-8, 32 , 43 - 47, 49,5J,5~. 
6 Buff~ l c Bill s. 5 Di t>mond Libr Pries. J eck HE!rltllwey eta . 

i Honeys ctt, 65 Or ch<'rd Ro<'d, St • . '..nnes, Lanc a~bire. 

Ci.N I.NYONE ob lig e 'Iii th GEL! number 946, ple~ s e? I rli.11 p J/'I 
s g~ pric e. J osephinE>P e ckman, 27 .:.rchdele Rood, 
l,;as t Dulwich, Lon don, S.E.22. 

~ · Il lustr a ted Polic e Budge ts; Famous Crim es. :.is> ! 
Jix on Bret t' s Pnd Dix on R....ite Libr ori es. Good pric e off e red. : 
R. Jtouse , 3 St . Le onard a Te rr ace, Gos Hill , Norwich, Norfol1<. 

E:~C!LNGE, 50 S<:Xton Bl ak es 1943/50 f or 30 Sexton Bl o k es 
193 0/ 40. Gr oh «m c . D.wi e s, 54 Newt on Roed , Mllmltles, 
S"£nseo . Glt>m. 

roH S.iJJ,;, (G~mB NQ' o )233-2,0 1 2Q~- ~44; in c lusi ve , in 
., oo!wn es l~ l .!- 1 ';;114 • 1:76.t>w offfa8 . 
T . W. 'Je lkor, 387 Liverpo ol Roe d, Hough Gr ~en, r,idn es , Lones . 

SA.LE: Boye l!'riend (2.d New Series); Boye Reallll 
(1905..6 Bound) t ChtlDIB ( 2d 1916 onwards) and 9d, 
lOd and le . Cd ~1921 onwards ) ; Champions (from 
No.l, Vol.l.); Y oun:f Britain (from No.l, Vol.1.); 
Boye' MaB19-z ine; Boye' Comic Jot1rI1ale (1891). 
0:f:fere to · Ingram, 97 , Tettenhall Road , 'fol.ver
hampton. 



A C!IlUSTUAS DOUBL: Nll'.dBIB OF THE GOLDfil AG:C 

By Herbart Leckanbz 

It is custOJ!llU7 in our December issue to browse over som 
Christmss Double Number of the long dis tent psst. For this 
occesion I have chosen that of "P luck" published November lBt , 
1905 (:rou will s ee its seesoneble cover displa;red on ours) . 

I remember thet number, oh, so well . Some of you 1118y 
recsll en article I wrote two or three years ego entitled 
"Str ee ts of l\!emories" wher e in I described some of u::, bo;rhood 
bsunts in this ancient cit,' or York . I related bow u::, bene
volent emplo;rer staggered me b:r giving me bal!-e-eovereign f 
8 Christmse ~. end ho w I had straight ewe:r made s deah for 
ur:, fevouri te second-hand l:ook8hop. :Tell, among u::, purchases 
was this ver:r number of "Pluck" whi ch bed elreed;r been bought, 
reed, end sold, l,y someon e who bed boen better off then lllrB&l 
8 month e•rlier. Arrp,e;r , it ceme in just right for Ill)" 

Chrietm,,s holiday. 
'., ell, let's hav e s look et the cop:r I now possess , which 

is in f er oetter condition then the one I bought forty-six 
yeers ego. "Pluck 11 

, of course, wee Magnet size end had en 
attractive prilllrose-coloured cover. This double number bed 
56 inner oage s, joll;r good fare for twopenc e . But we lad s 
of the p •riod used · to thiDlt we bed been diddled. For, a 
DO:r1n91 issue consist ed of 20 pages •nd cover, t hLrefore this 
wBs note doubl e number, for th ere were four pages short , or 
so, Fisher T. Fish like, v:e reesoned. Be t hat as it 1118T, 
·. ·ould th a t there wore such twop ennorths t<Hle;rt 

Tb(.;re ware two long compl et e sto ries, a short ona, th e 
first instalment of e s e ri al , e p age of riddles, end • page o 
editor's chat. 

One of t he complete st ories was "Cook ey' a Chri etmas 11
• 

This v:es a stor:r in e seri es ver:r popular et th e time end whi 
bed e good run in "Pluck''. They concerned e quaint trio , 
'"l'he Cap tain, the Cook, end the Engin eer'', and at the b 
of eac h stor:r they were inveri ebl,y described something like 
this. 

"He .-es e very &Xc"Pt iow>l-looldng man w"s th e cap t ain . 
":&.normously breed, if short, h a wes sun-tanned t o e degre 

also b eerded, end he smoked 1nc esse n t l;r lo ng , f • t end strong 
cigars. 
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His e t tir e _pro c l e iJ!ljjd hi ~ rank. for h11 .,as e rr ey e d iti a. ! 

n ciw ~nd we l 1A. tting blu e r e &r er suit ,wit&- ~o ld brt-c el e "ts ! 
bn his sle ev e s to th e num~er of four. · i 

The enormously powerful i,ulldog expression about h.i.s 
f oc e 'NOB softened by e kindly light th a t twinkled in the 
sou•eou•w eat corn er of hie eyeb alls. Such 1188 Ceptein 
Kelly , R.N.R. 

The middling little man of middling size was clothed . 
in immaculate whit e ducks and hie name '11'68 Jtr . Scrubba, 1 

end he wee by prof' ession a ship's cook . But no mention of' i 
his pere oneli ty 'Nould be compldte without e ref erence to "" i 
enormous ham-bon e he carried, Pnd which wee hie inaepareble i 
companion . The heJ!1-bone wee of enormous l ength , end its j 
bald knuckl e-end rev ea l ed that it hod stood true and i 
et , unc h in maey a herd fought fre7. ! 

Su ch WBs Cookey Scru bbs ond when the third ha s b ee n 1 

ment i on ed, the trio of comrad es will be compl e te , 
Numbe r thr oe wee Donel d, " ship's chief engi n ee r . 

Hie ree f ers 'l<Bre de signed 100re f' or comf'ort and us e th Pn 
out- .•erd show . He n e ith er judged by ep p eE>rencea, nor 
c er ed for his own eppeeren ce. He am:>ked e short c le,
p ip e , • nd th e us ue l etolidit,- end rugged grit Pnd good 
netur ~ of th e born end bred Scots men ch ara c teri s ed him. 

i 
j Thus th e tri o . The stori es we re gr»nd stuff, siirri :,g , 
i adv en ture e ll ov er the ·.vorld exp ertly flavoured wit h dry, mi m..i 
' sic f'l humour . In m:, opinion th ay ..-ere f e r sup eri or to the ! 
!J ack, Sem end Pe t e stori es which wer e running in th e Marvel e t ! 
! t h e s ome t i me , end wsnt on doing s o f or meey y ee ra, l ong f' :ft e r 1 

!c apt a in Kel ly & Co . h ad p ose ed out. J l The s t or i es app ear ed und er the na me of Berry Belbin, but i 
;this wee simply P pseudonym for Borold J. ~e=i ah , th a t sturdy i 
jv e ter en who c e l ebr e ted hie jubil ee on the A. P . s t ef f quit e e i 
jnumb er of years eg o, vnd who I believe is tb•r• 11tlll. ! 
i "Cook ey'd Chri s tmas''. ren to 21 p ages, end wee illustr e t ed. 1 

!bY t h e inimit able A. H. Cl erk e , who in f e ct,did th e series ! 
' throughout n ld who f or e spell mPde Cookey ea f s miliflT e s Billy ; 
!Bunter end oe amusing. j 
! The ot he r long compl e te, which oleo ren to 21 peges, wee ; 
! c a lled "Ht:rd Timea" end rg ~in ..;ea one of f' aeries• this ti.:me j 
iconc e rning "th e Univers l\l Purveyors of b!.e ssfl g es 11 who bed E'n ! 
ioffice " he rd by Aldgtlte Pump". Th ey wer o writt en by Alfred ! 
iBernard, . end th e ertist wee egr>in Art hur Cl erk: o . _ __ I nev er·- ·- . 



--- ----- - -- -- -- --- -- - -- ---- --· - -- -34 0- .. ------ -- -- ·-·-·-·- ·- ·- · -· -· - --
: diacov urod ..-ho il fr ed B: nu ·rd ..,,.. , but it ,1ee prob • bly e 
j pon-n rme. 
i Tho stori es t old of th o edv.ntures, uau elly cent ar -,d in j 

j r,ondon, or en othet trio, Joe, Jim ,.nd JerelJIY, th e l a tt c,r, the , 
i comic ch :,r,,cter, and niclc-named "H• irpin". !!e poa sGs sed e i 
! monlte:, celled "J ecko" ••••••• "/by, bl ess lllY soul, l ooking t hro "8h 
! t he stor:, more c los e ly it comes t o me lik e s !leah tha t Alfred' 
! B~rnard wee olmost sur e ly non e o t her th en JI. J. Gerrish , whom 1 

1 r heve just boGn t a lking ebout. Yes , th e more I l ook th e 
1 

i more cert ein I r-m. Th ore I a th e oema bl ond of exci tement s nd ! 
i ,mimsic el humour - Jim, the sturdy l ee der, J o, t he qui et but 
i depend able one, J or e lJIY t he qunint ,elW1':,e in trouble , bn lcy j 
j edition of Cook ey Scrubbs. Str enge I el>ould not have tho ugh t i 
i of th e t y~•re eg o . L:DyWey, I shall h l'Ve to eek 7 e l t er '7ebb , i 
! our ri:;sePrcher, t o try r nd ge t confirmation. ! 
! Th e short complet e st ory ..-es "Grindl e:,-• s Ghos t Hunt", • ! 
! reprint , lll\lOb ebr i dged Henry St .J ohn story which had epp eer ed ! 
/ in e Boye ' Fr i<.nd Chri s t mas Doubl e Number • y cer or two ee rli et. 
i The seri ol was 11Cl:ums of 1:/overl ery" by "Mruric e Merri.men". i 
i I em confi dent h e r,es S . Cl ork tl Hook . Tho pictur e was by i 
j Leorwrd Shield s , dest ined , f ew ioonths l a t er t o illuatr et e t he j 
ivery f irst St.Jima stori es, end ,rears on t o beco me so fr mili a r i 
i t o r eeders of Gr eyfri ere stories . j 
! Well, it wf>e • fine Chri e t llllls Doubl e Number. Looking i 
! throUgh it bee giv en me e r ee l tou ch of noet elgi e , ond I em i 
i Mping t hat tbie coming Yul e tid e I eh All he.ve th e chanc e to 
i eettl e down t o re ed it f rom first page to l es t , Pnd th en see 
j pictures in t he fire of t he de.r when I ru ~hed r ound to buy it 
j r t t he ehop dbi ch is now no co re. 

OW BOYS ' ;JOOK CLUE. WNDON S:JJT I OJI. i 
EE:st Dul wich MeetipR Sundey November 18th j 

Despit e . inclement weat her ohe irm r-n Len bed th e gr er t i 
ee tisfrction of seeing r mus t er of 24 when he opened proc ~ed i"f' 
17:i th r he ert:r welcome t o Don "lebet er, chFi rman o"f t he l'.ereey - ; 
side s ec tion. Dee ling quiclcly and efficiently wi th t h e usu el ; 
formaliti es he th en d ea lt "1th t ha new des~ for th e offici e l i 
c lub stati oner:,. .i pos t al members• drf'w W!'B then he ld Mid · 
this re sult ud in E.'l in dover end H.Leck enby winni ng copies of I 

"Billy Bunter Butte In" . t ob rftortiD er then expl r ined en ide a ! 
he bed t hought of snd r co ,m tt ee of Bob "/bit er, R. Jenkine 1 
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•.nd himse lf 1<"er e e l ected to de ,.l w1 th t he mr tter. };limin Pt o r : 
Quiz, key word ':",ht ·rt on, w,,e then h eld end resulted in p "1n 
for Bob Blythe with E. Reynolds 2nd, Pnd Bob "ihi ter ~rd. ; 
Doubles Quiz, ori gin cl-ted by E. Reynolds WEB f'ctu e lly e double i 
der d-he e t as C. 'Je lli s end Bob '1hiter were let, end J. Ge el i 
And I. t/hit mor e ~rd. Don "'lebet er t hen •ddr es eed the companr ! 
w1 th c few well chose n rem erlce f'nd then R. Blyth e g,,ve ,. ! 
re ed.ing fr om E' "Nel s on Lee" md R. j enJd..ns one f'rom o "Mf"lgnet 11!. 
Doth th ese ;;ere on the llUmc,roua side end were gr ae tly l'ppl!IU:1.ed 
e t the f inish. Next meeting at Wood Green on December 16th. 1 

Annul'l Genen-1 :Meeting et Gr eenwi ch on Jonue17 20 th,1952. j 
The pr es ent offio ere h! -ve been prop osed en bloc, but post <-1 i 
membere cen s end in ~ny fUrther nomin otions. The me e ting i 
then close d with th onka t o the host, ch a i.rml'n Len, who WB8 ! 
of f to •ddrees e loc r l youth club on t he old boys' b ooks. ! 
.'Ind so homewerd bound wit h more h <'PPY memories of the p r et 

1 

end th e pr omise of more to come in the n ea r fUture. 
B:.:N -;aTrER olire UNCLE BDIJ'd!,IIN . 

OLD BOYS' OOOtC GWB - NORTHEBN Sl.CTION 

Meet ing,2}9 Hyde P• rlt Roc·d, Ldede , Nov.l Oth,-1951 

Bill ' lilli tmson bed t o reluct ently t eke the cheir eg un, 
reluct ~ntly , beceuee he h od onoe more to s et fo r our much 
tri ed Reg Hudson, who we e eg,,in having ,. sp eoe in the Infirm
ery efte r • br eo k-d own e week ee rli e r. 

Honev ar, Bill w• s able to enn ounc e th a t Reg hop ed t o b e 
home ege in 1n r day or two. He e leo hr d th e ple,s ure of 1 

ext en ding e b tE rty wel come t o new members . Mr . end ?.!rs. i 
H. Cor t es of Br adford r nd J.!r. :,.. :,;:,,new (D ewa1riry ). In eddi ti 0!1 
Robert Peck , I'll old mem~er paying hi s visit tor meeting; ! 
e long with Cl iff Bee rd se ll from St ockp ort. Cliff w<>s beving ! 
" r eel d ey out. He ha d ce lled <>t ,:ry of fic e · early in th e i 
morning, gon ~ off t o s ee hie t op- of-th e-w orld Stockport County ; 
be e t ,r,y York City, then on t o Leed s, <>11 smil es, t o th e meet~ . 
No wonder he s e id to me eft erorards - e p erfect dcy . i 

J.B we h• d e et er e ttrection t he fo rcs l busin ess we e soon i 
di sp osed of. Th er e v.es on e imp ort t•nt m,-tt er - t he d flte of i 
the chriatwe party. I t wE>s ennounced th c t r s t he ro om woul~ 
not b e e.vc i l ebl e on Dec ember 8th, the event bad had to be · 
pos tp oned until. the 22nd. It's t o b e hoped tlwt this re-

- _errenge ment will . not Iiie"en _ flXJT. reducti on in . numbers • . The new . ! 
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drte e,ill et lerst pr nvi de the Christ .,,~• et::iosphere. So r ol)J
r ound ,-nd £d.vis e th e s acr et m:y l's soon es possibl e . It v:111 : 
be ,. de lightful evenin,:; , Bild 5/ - covers everything, knif e and i 
f ork t ee end • 11. 

Now to t he .,vent of th e JVening . J .Bree s e llen tl ey •s 
a-30ond sm.eshing aucottsa , fl te:lk on "Tho Remove Form et 
Grey!risrs". Among ·t he numurous questi ona he ,,as bombllrded , 
Jith of te :rwerds v.es one , "How l ong did it t eke you to prep ar e ' 
it? " Breez e just smi l ed good humour edly . './all; I hove th e' 
ll!l'nuecrip t befo r e me (it's going in to t he illlnuel f or t he . 
lien afi t of you • 11 ) and I' m won,l ering how long it too k hi m to l 
writ e it, l et a lon e swot it •11 up , f or it' s a ll in beauti1'ulj.y 
writ ten sc ri pt , , sheer joy fo r " typist t o follow . How I 
wish I could write lik e i t ! 1 

;,eywr,y , . t he audi ence of ~ list ened with rap t att en tion i 
f or well over •n hour end l et '.Breeze• know in no unc ertain 1 

f •shio n et th o finish how much they h ad enjo;yed it . They i 
cert e inly know now ev ~ryt hing t here i s t o know eb out the 
f amous Remove - P S you will soon , too . 

Yes , it wes • spl endi d meeting with one t hi ng t o regret 1 
the t our well-l oved l ee der wee in a .hosp it al bed i nate•d of i 
his ch 6ir. Th.at ha will be e t th e he ad of th e tebl e on ! 
Docc::iber 22nd ls the heartfelt pr r.yer of us ell. 1 

HERBERT W:IG.NJY i 
North ern Sec tion Correspondent . ! 

ow BOYS• BOOK CLUB ( M,:rur:;rsrn-; 5-X:Tim) 

I 

The o e_eting opened e t 7 . 30 p . m. with en att endance of · i 
t en , including two new membere. _;. r eprese nt ativ e of the ! 

November Ue&ti.ng 

"Bootle Times" WP S pres ent . 1 

The ch•irl:llln, Don tfebet er, ope ned th .. proc ee dings by 
ext ending a welc o'l!e t 0 our now members I he regrett ed the 1 
, bee nce , t~h indispositi on, of G. D. Simpson, e.nd th ankedj 
him on behelf of the s ection f or his eff orts in gaining i 
promin ence for our ecti vi ti es in th e loc • l press. In this i 
connection , setisftction wes expressed r e the pub li ci ty we i 
heve obtdned in th e Merseyside pepere , e.nd nego ti et iona er e ! 
~ t the moment in progress fo r a "writ e- up" in one of the ! 

I n.e.tionel "dl"illea". · ! 
! _______ It """ pr opoeed _ th ~t • librl' ri i n be eppoin ted ; -· thi s ·- · i 
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; offic e to te.ke eff ect from Jenusry nut , .,,..s ~cc aptod by i 

j ~, . Hor ton , •nd all wish hiJD o,very success 1n hi e n'"' cepeoity . ! 

j The ~tes of the October mee ting were r eed by t ba i 
r ee cr at 6ry, 811d fefr t1ehmenta were naz t -oart elr:en of - sge in j 

provided by our hos tess Mr& . "lebate r - end s erv ed by our ; 

"Nippy" , Dine Mervyn. i 

Then fo ll owed th e discussion, "Groyf'riore v. St .Jim• a", i 

with Jim r,e lah talr:ing up the cudgel• on bet>.slf of the form e r, ! 

and Don Webster the la tt er. Some ve ry int er esting end ! 

debatable points -..ere voiced by ~oth speake r&, ~nd the du e l i 
culminated in e g en arel diacuesion; it ia eefe to aey, to us oj 

• h ackn eyed phr ase , "e good time wee hed by ell". i 

The t s llr: f or the next meeting ( November 25th ) is un de r i 

r~ew. 
i 

The finlinci el And llbrery uueineaa conc luded th o meet i,g ! 
at 9 .30 p .m., and we reluctantl.J" s et forth to face t he 

inclemency of the weath er . 
F. C:.sE, 

Sec r ete r:, • 

Report of Meet ing of )(]])Llllll SiX:TI ON, 

O.B .B.C . on Oct ober 29th et 7,30 p. m. 

c t The Townsend Blub, Bl.rm1net>em 
j 
I 

~~~~-
i 

It is v ery unlik oly t ha t any of the th.irly enth usi e it s i 

'><ho came t c our Octob er Meet ing "1 11 eve r f or ge t t ha t splendid j 

evening. The hi8hli gh t of this ovent wee th e visit of th e i 

famous 1<.egnet illustrato r, lcr. c . H. Cheplll8n. (J tck Corb e tt ! 

,-.ill b e t ell i ng ~ou of bis arriv al ,:nd the -wey he ·.nie welc o~edi 

on ano t he r p oge . ) He erri ved et our new mee ting- r oo m in t 10 . j 

Ta.m s end Clu b e t 7 .30 p .m. Normon Greg ory r nd Mrs. D...,,ey iac.; 

go~ th ;,r o ce rli er and prepare d the room which wu ful l when I ; 

s t epped in ." r;v~rybody wee d elightei t o s e e who ..,.s with u, ! 
and I could s ee th a t Mr . CheplllBn hims elf Wf' B 1.:npres sed with ! 

t ht1i r en t husi as m. He th en offered t o expl a in &ey po ints .,,, ! 

ce r <nl t o rs i ee r ega rding th e /Jegn e t, end wee i l!IIDedit>t e ly . ! 

inun oeted "1th questions . During re.dniao ences ~lr .ChPpmen i 

cit ed ~ JV emusing inc i dents th at ·c;-opped up during the y eere ; 

he s ketched f or "Greyfrie rs" re ed ~rs . He then t1l!!!porerl ly j 

die t>pv~er • d from~ vision ee e crow d of eege r Bunt eritee ; 

' pressed round him t o see the verioua sk etch es end "" t ar-colour~ 

; __ - ·-. -· - ·-·- ·- ·-· - ·-· -·- . -· - ·- ·-·- · - ·-·-·-·-· - · -·-·-·-·- ·- ·-· - ·-·- ·' 
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he .,~ s t ek:l.ng ou t of hi s beg t o sh ow us. MM,y ur essed him 
t o do • sk et c'1 for them e.nd f ern.li ar f •ces eg,, in • w oered on 
pepor es tha t versetil e hend m d brain • ant to 1<ork. This 

· et mosph ~r • c f nostelgic l oya lty to Greyfr isrs r eeched the 
! cl1mBX ahan I.Jr. Cl eek sat do·.vn e t th e pi ano end we H l took 1 i up pos iti ons for the singing of "F or l!e 1 s e J oll y Good Fell oW''i 
j and ".'..llld Leng Syne". rfe di d find tim e f or e short twenty- 1 

i qu&sti ons session, end subj ect s lik e "The boo t Smithy p~ ! 
i on Bunter'' must hi;v e amused our othe r viei tor , Mr. l!orgen i 
, from Sendwell Too H. Our l a·st ite m ·.,es, of course , the Sales · 
i Teb l e, •·nd Mr. Chepmsn cen •t have f oiled t o obs erve th at insi4' 
1 fi ve minutes, Mo,nbers bed bund l es of l.!egnets in th air poss es- ; 
1 s i on, \lhil s t ot her pap ers r e,:iein ed. · l Yes , it was a gr,,nd even ing " nd • good ste rt in our new 
; room. -· vote of t hanks from th e Club t o i1r. Ohq,men fo r 
j coming elong, end let's ne t forg e t the hospitable .spirit of 
i l4r. end Mrs . Pound who invited Ur. Chspmsn he r e end prcvided 
i th e acc omraodeti on fo r hie s t ay in Birmingh am. Thank you, 
i blr . Chapman, end we hope y ou will co::,e aga in . 

Meeting cl os ed e t 10-15 . Next l!ee ting Novemb er 26t h. 

P . L. MELLOR, 
Secreta ry. 

11..i M IL TON I .;. 

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby 

I em i ndebted to .:mt hony Beker , of High Barn et, fo r some i 
comments ,;·hich sppe• r ed in the Oct o'>er number of the vet eran i 
"Boys OWn Paper". Coming froc P pcri odic e l which h•s been 
t hclJ8ht of wit h aff ec ti on for more years thElil the gre a t 
majori ty of us can remem\ er, thG views of th e edito r will be 
moat int eresting a gratifying t o a ll Hecll t oniane • 

.;. f ew r emarks fro m 1.nthony, who i s one of our ycungest 
r.iem\ ers, f irst• -

Th• Octob er Edi t ori al of t he lloy ' s Own ·.',oper i s rat he r 
int er es ting. It i s entitled '".Thet Pric e Sch ool S t ories?" 
In the first end t hird per egr epha it ~• ks whet her sch ool 
st ories e r e still populcr to day, or whet he r \ oye h eve gro ·,m 
t oo scientific a lly "'1.nded to enjoy t hem. 
- ·- ·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-· -· - ·-·- ·-· ·-·-·-·- -- ------- --------- --· - ·-·-·-· - -.i 
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The s econd pcregre. pb seys: . 

Your elder brothers end .fc tbers 'l'li.11 talk •::1th E>ff ec- 1 

tion about Billy l.lunter, Herr,y -,b,, rton, Bob Cl:erry and tba i 
fe .nous Greyt'ri ;ers cb erectera cre oted in the " Uegnet" by j 
Fr=nic Richerds . Their fant astic adventures • ere discussed j 
eegerly eecb week. Frank Rich • rds set e new popular l enl i 
in school stories. The lJoarding scbo,;l settillg of Grey- ! 
fri er e w•s popul l'r bec suse so r;u,ny bOye identified their ! 
school end their fri ends with it . But Greyfrl era had its ! 
rivals. I , for one, much , referred the more sobe r, but ! 
elneys enterteining adventures in the "Gera" of Tom lderr,y & 
co . • t ', t .J i m1e, The re •·•s nothing more exciting theon to 1 
slip over the echool well of St.Ji m• e on r hot SW!r.ler efter-i 
noon with Tom /!lerr,y or Baggy Trimble, t nough poor old Baggy i 
could never skim ove r eny wdl ·dth~ut the u t.Doet dif:ficulti, . 
The.t incredible cherecter, ilrtbur ~ugustus D'Ci.rcy wee ! 
always around somewhere to add p touch of finesse, end ! 
inevitebly we would be swinging eway do••n ~ dusty Surrey ! 
l ene in se erch of adventure, dodging in the ditch every now i 
and then to avoid some deet erdly prefect . . ; 

1 From wha t be says the Ldi tor of the B .o .P , seems to think j 
1 th at the authors of the Megnet end the Gem were different i 
i people. · 

.:.S you will have beerd, !:!r . C H. ChPpllllln wu r ecently 
i the guest of th e enthusiastic Midl Pnd Br ench, O. B.B.C, '! ere 
i J eck Corbett tells you ell ebout it. Nice work, Birmingh em. 

I 

MR. CliAPILN COMES TO T<r,N 

Dy J Fc k Corbett (Ch eirtll'n of Tbe O.B. B.C. 
(Midbnd Section ) 

! One of TII;f most cherished dre ems in forming the Midl e nd 
! s ection of the o . B.B.C . "ss t he possibility of having some 
l personelity , c los e J.Y. connected with the old pepers , to vioit 
j our Club 1111d thus meet in the flesh F link with the pt'st er e 
i th r t we r 11 hold so deAr. 
i I dis cussed thi s ides l est Jun e wi t h tbe Rev, Pound, who 
i bed as sisted me in forming our Club, "nd the outcome of our 
! t e lk wrn , lette r to Mr. Chepm,•n, inviting him to spend " de-r 

i vii t h ua in Birmingb em. Our delight wr-s boundless wh en e 
·-·- ·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-··-·-··- ·-· ···- ·-·- ·-· - ·-·-·-· -· - ·- ·- ·---~ 
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i letter • rrived s c;'in8 th r t October the 29th ,ould suit him l 

very -.ell, >'nd to l!ll'lte •rrf'ngemants cbsolutely id ae l for this i 
gre r t men's visit, >>rs. end the Rev. Pound ergerly offered to j 
eccOCll!IOdete our gues t for the night. i 

·,ell, . Octokr the 29th dMmed cold end grey, cflusb,g me i 
to cvst enxious gl •nc•s from the windo·.7, r s e notrble day · 
like this r eal ly deserved b~ ht sunshine to give that cheer 
~nd wen,th, so needed on occasions of this nature. During 

1 
the mornin.; tbti mist cl eared r,woy ond it reelly looked r s j 
though ?.ing Sol me• nt to show hims elf, end so r t ebout twe lve ; 
thirty I met our Club stelwert, Mr. J'olllld, rt Snow Hill j 
station. · ;e paced t be plrtform t olking ,·nimetedly of our 
lor .g ewr ited dr y r nd trying to conjur e visions of whr t vur ! 
~ est , mud be like. in f eet the d r see:ned f'Ull of the etmos-! 
phere of Greyf ri er s , end rs the fing er of the st ation clock ! 
;,:ioved to;-;£irde t \;elve-fifty, so our expectE>ti1.,n incr ersed . i 
/':r. Cheomrn lwd th et mornb,g s ent J.!r. Pound e very exce ll ent ; 
sketch of himse lf , r r ising his h• t ,rn d cLTtr inl y fro m this j 
cl ever drem.ng it •.1ould be ersy to spo t him. I :vss r rmsd, j 
however, w1 t h , bundle of "Mr.gn ets" t hr t I int ende d to hold i 
, loft rs t he Reeding trrin ccme in end th e bright blue end ! }' 
ore nge stood out well egninst th e sombre grey of th e station. ' 

Just then t he trein wee si8nJ,lled end e dist ant rumbl e ! 
sv.elled to r roer ,s she steo.l'led in end I r eised the precious i 
"l,lrgne ts" as the corches elided pos t r nd es the iron horse ; 
slo..-ed to P screeching stendstill, e c•= i •ga doo't' opened 
r igh t op;,osite us and out st epp,>d J\r. Chs\)!lllln. !iis f oce 
broke into c lovely smile es he b ehe ld the old paper s end "'e 1 

s t epped foI'l"'erd with outstreliched hrnds, and r eol ly it s~e:ned i 
rs thoug h we hr.d met befo re, so ersy r nd hs -opy wes the st cos - 1 

pher e , i n th e mid.st of e cold, grey r cilwry st etion. ' 
.\ good lunch ••• tho ught to be t he ord er of th e doy , so l 

we escorted our gu est t o e pl er s ent r estrurent . " here e t obl e ; 
hsd be en r ese rved. · :h at r splendid dinner it WPS , good roe st.; 
be~f of old "'1glrnd, which v.e treated in true Rel!Xlve style, i 
•nd Mr. ChopmDn obviously found 1 t "gr r t ef'Ul m ~ com'orting'' i 
elt ho"8h he did not put so much m,~y •s the '.!Unter th ot ha ! 
hed !IIE'de f r.oous. ' 

1 
Of cours e th e conver sr tion went ell one way, th e "l'ngnet'~, 

j th e Fl eotwr y House , · •nd th e loss bome by society when the i 
! Hemil ton popere oee sed in 1940, wldl e it wss ver., ~nlightenine; 
! to heor l!r .Chtpmnn'• own views on t hese much discussed mettere,. 
·. -· - ·- . -· -· - --·-·- · - ·- . -·-·-· - . - --·-·-· -·-· - ·- ·-·-·-·- ·-·-·- ·- ·-·- · __ _. 
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! :.t l r ot our lunch cs me to s 1 .. isurely finieh rnd so .. e l :ft i 
1 th e cosy dining-room, ste pping ou t into th e 1"1.nter;y SUZU1hin& ; 

! of BirminghMD 'a .'llPin stre et. Her e I must t ell you tbf't pri:xri 

! to our f'ri and's vi s it , I bed l>pp?'O>'ched the " Bi:rmi.llgb,>m lfs il" i 

i end in!orm 6d th em of the visit of Billy Bun ter • s ere ctor end i 

j countless vther illustrvt i ana of o ld beys• pr.p ars , end t hey ! 

; hrd shown gr<,Pt interest, so much 1n f eet tl1llt I ,;,ea esked to ! 

j t rk e Mr. Chepmen e leng to th o edi t or bl off'iceo ond meet a ! 

! Mr. l'.nf i ald from this dep Prt mant . 3 p . m. fo und us enteri ng ) 

! the gr ee t building PnJ er rll er Mr. ChPpmr n h •·d shown much ; 

! pl ec sur e l't this invi t etion , eo efte r disclosing our ident ity ; 

! t o t h" r ecdpti on clerk, we e• .. c1 ted th e rbove menti oned ge ntl e-j 

1 man. ~!e were wrrmly r ece ived ?n d es go od luck would he v e it, j 

1 ::r. J,;nf'idd WP S Fn old ".lll'gnet" r ende r rrrd vividly NCl'l l cd i 

i llerr:r ' ,hDrlon, Inky, Johnny llull end many o th ers , soon the i 

i gr r nd old mFn of the drnrings so well rel!l<lmber od, r nd t h e ! 

j ", ,li l" gentlecon w~r e t r .1ld.ng of mrny things. ! 

j During thi s p l ~~srnt ch 1·t , s ev or Pl eteff momb~rs pr ·,sed ! 

i t hrvug h end J.i: . Enfi e ld Ps ked them if th ~y r cc t·ll t:d the ol d i 
! "Mrgnct " E'nd "Gem" ~nd of course they di d, but on l et rni "lg i 

! tbet t t,ay \7&re looking Pt th e men responsibl e fo r th e grnnd j 

! pict ur oa con t rin cd i n these p rpere, th eir surpris e rnd pl cPBUJ + 
i m-11 obvious. Our enjoys bl " in t &rvi e,, WPS concluded by , v ery i 

j ch e:rming photogrrph of J'.r . Cheplllf'n being t pkon , dn'rlng '\ i 

; picture of Billy Bunter . Thie pictur e ep p6E1r<1d next d ry 

j t ~gGt1'er with t v ery gc od v-rito - up w!tl ch r l so 91>oka v.-ell ~1' . 

i cur Cl ub en d t ol d ho·. mc:nbere wt re delight ed by thi s .-us pi ci "11 
1 oc orsio n . 

· 

! Dur inB this vi s it t o th e " lte i l " ,.:r. Pound he d ld't us to ; 

! co nclu de some cle r ic r l busin es s, Pnd I hf'd to c r ll Pt rrq o ff icf 

! so our friend met u s cs ne csme out of th e building r:nd 1;h e j 

i r rrengc. :11<.nt ·•e s t o meet r t th a vic t r Pg e l r t er for t ee , · ,he n ! 
j Jsfldge, a~ wife , c,1d Pet er Mello r " ould join us . 1 

i P6 t dr Mell or hr s rep or t ed ale o,<ber e on th e ov n1ng meet- ! 

i ing, but I must r dd t h ~t n ever b ef ore h c..-o I s <:en su ch boun l-
1 

! l ees enthusi, em end shee r deli.8ht cs e:oe m,ni f e et th rt me:nor-

! rble nig ht . · 1e ware housed in ,. v ~ry coillfort r,b l o n- Club 

! r oom, nnd euper s t oc ks of old pBpers odded just th at r&Pl 

; n olst e lgic ct.aos ph er e , s o TE>lu ed b;y "Clon" m .. :nber e. our 
i evuning , ndod rl l t oo soon, t nd ef ter l erving th e Clu,b , rrq 

! ,.1£ ,. escorted 11,r. Cbt,pmen ,-nd t he:, ch Ptt od 111erril7 until ,, e 

J...·-·-·-· - ·-·-·- --·-· -·-·-·-· - ·-·-·- ·- --- - -- -- ·---·-·-· - ·-·- -- ---- ·-· 
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; re ache d th~ point •-hc,rc f,r ,,-,oll s h . d t o be s , id. _s we ; 
; shook h,.nds ,rith our gr ,ond gu ,s t, b~f oN he k !t t o spend t hei 
i ni ght , t . th b vic ar eg.:, I f ~lt Tery srd to bid goo dby e t 'o this i 
! grt;et mt n fro:n Fl +=.JtV:!,y Hous ti 1>nd wondf.:.rad if '·"-' "''ould. ev or ! 
! r epe~t such ,, lov<>ly dey . So in the hGl'rt vf our gr eat City i 
1 I s~w this uns een friGnd cf countl ess fo lk molt int o the gl oorp i comfv rt ed by t ho f eet t het his work ·"' s immortal r nd like i 
i Tenn;rson•e brook , w.1Ul.d go on f or ever. i 
i i 
· '.nd no" , so.11etUng t o mr lrn you s'"1l e . Fi rst, rn i 

extr t-ct from P Tom Ho·>p arton l ett er , - : 
"F.~r o i s so,i othing I think th e Club ought t o do 

something rbout . I ·.,rs t oking r sho rt cut r ound the 
br.ck of 0 ;001worths r·t Leeds r nd r c·n int o e t.i g s ign , 
" Bob Che rry Co<nmiss i on .'.,gent". This i s l 0tting Gn y
f ri crs do>,n with • bump. Sur ~ly , d -putetion Cfln i mpr ess ! 
on th o ch!'p thet ho be --hrd c ,·lled hirns " lf E': r ol d '3kinn or 1 

or A.i.ubr l;fy Rt.ckt: th ..:re could b ...i no obj ection, but to ; 
coupl e Bob Cherry end r bookie is 11 ttl e sh ort of 
s ecrilege. 0 

1 

Funny ho :1 th o choorfUl Bob who .. ould hr Te s corn ed t o h• ve 
, tenn er on ~ hor se c t sny pric e k,1eps getting cix ed up wt th 
"the turf". First , fl r .::ceh orse, nm, ~ '!'>ookic. Too bfld1 

.:.nd h, re's , , r ~m•rk,,bl ~ coin cidence sp ott ed by Fr Pnk 
Snell of Bideford. s ,,ys he, 

"Did you spot th r t Cher l t on bed throe p l ! yers open 
to t r Pnafcr - D' . ..rcy , Luml:.y, t1nd HF1im10nd1 Gussy h~s 
si nco gone to Ch,..lso , . .:rry of f ers f er the r e~nt·ini.ng 
st.Ji m's pl fly e:.rs?" 

You siaply cr,n•t kee p •ec out of t he n:,v.e . 

. .nd no,.· sooe sors omJbl e reco ll ect ions by Eri c Fryn G. 
Rer-d th "1ll end si gh f or th a y&rrs t ha l ocusts h, v e oet on . 

THE PI CK OF THE S" .n.r::;. No . n. 
The Chri s t m,,s Svries. 

Render s lik ~d t heir Chr ist mr.s st ori es sce sonr blo, • ith ! 
sno,, , m d holly, i nd i!detl e t o;, , <nd f r mily ghos t s r oeming ! 
>r ound. I t hink , too, thn t l' egnet r <.edcr s lik ed t he chums tq 
soead th eir Cbrist :nss , t -,bert on Lodge . This .,,a f e ir ly ; 

,_ conc lusiv el y prov ed by_ th ·. r osul t_ ~r _the _votirl(!' in th~ - rec ent i 

., 
t 
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J Chri &tm?s Sc ri 1...a c c nt cs t in th e 1;o llectors' l) ig oe t ";Vhen the i 
! ':/H..i<'I'Ori LCJDG:;, Mr5TE.llY Svries (ChristmE>e 1932) sm£shc d i.te wa1 i 
! t o tb u hefd of th e !)Oll. This superb sori e s told ot' Bunter, ! i f or o.,c~ fo,;biddeb t o cr oss th o thresh o ld of ~/ha rton Lodge f~r ! 
. ChriHt.nse, sto,n:ng himself awsy in en ettic, • nd causing Pll 1 

i so rts of fun , ,nd gPl.!les. Ss cond in th .. voting c e::ie CBRISTM..3 
; .E POIPU.LY (Christm e<s 1935), se t in Devonshire with fl reel 
j Christm as sy flav our , with ,. grueao:n ~ gh ost to edd to the 
i exci te ,uUlt. CHI,IST M.'..S .E C-VilllD..J. ~ ...BllEY ( 19 .50) , r glorious 
! Christ .n, s ed ven tur&, is elao unforgettt>bl e . 
1 Dom wit h • bump, in the voting, came C:a:RISTJ8S ~ s•:t.. i (1936 ) . .:.lmost ,>vcrybod;y voted · it l r st in th o Christllllls 
i St ·ries. It wes probably no t so much o raflecti on on the 
; Compt cn Series, which c onhined s ome good ~p is odes , es it .v "' 
; pr oof thst r e~ de rs lik ~d teles of the g ood o ld-f ashio ned 

1 
i Christmes. . j 
! It is impossible, in thi s " limit ed spac e , t o t ouch o~ :neey; 
! of th o fin e Christ:nes ser i"es which appe ered in th e NDgno~, but i 
1 mention must be mad& of that !Ot'gnificent H.aucr ,, l!i.RTON ,ersue i 
1 t.!R. 1UEU:H 5ari e s ( 1924-5 ) in ;,,hich Herry 'ihR rton -went t, i 
! 1'.onto Cerlo t " spend Christll)Bs with th e llounder, but r c.,t ,med ! i t o spend it , ,i th Jir.;f;y Silv er in the " Boys• Fri end ''. T 1ough i 
; r eed~ rs o f th , ,t y ~Pr pr obably thought wistfully of other j 
; Chri s t,nea es e t '7h r rton Lodge, th ey I:lWlt hPv e been fully rec o:>- ; 
i ponsed by th e po, -,cr r nd excellence of the series •·hich t 1cy · 
i .. vro enj eying. 
i Th e GEtJ Chriat m,-s st ories "'"re nothing like so outst on ..irg 
i , ,s th ose in thd ldl>gnt:t , t hough two unforgettPbl e Christces rorrls 
1 rpp e<1rcd in th e eal y blu e -<::ove r drys, "NOBODY'S STUDY" (19 l2) ! i r nd "TH', Ml'.5'r ~. Y OF TH:, P .• I NTED R(XJif' ( 1913). Jlp•,y of thr, i 
j Christ nr .eos r t E~s~ood Hous e ,:e r e ov .erpl syed, Lnss;wch ~s j 
i t hoy wer e ove rburd ened with oherectors . Crowds of ch ElrPct <Jrs i 
j ~,~r ei intrc., \.uced, with cr oY.ds of sisters end eunts and uncle3, f 

i ond ,hv r.iain chr-rocte:ra vs re lost in the crush. Ona series i~ 
i the early nin e t een-twenties told of Toin Merry ~,cpGll &d, end th~ 
i chums be rri ng out ov.;r tbe f<Jstiva seeso n. But , 'ourring- ou+ ! 
!jus t did not seen right e t Christ ~c e time. i 
! .:.t Roolmoo d, they s ,;ein t o bs ve hod their f ei r sh ,, re of i 
1 f ao tiv u occ esiona end disturbing ghosts. .a was :ucntioned il: i i the " Popul er Popul 'or" c rticl e in 1 , st y oc r• s .'.>.',llU J., thro e ! 
; diffGr.mt st ori ~s of R<0ob<oo d, (r e - orinted from th e "Bo;ys'Fri o4. 1 

_j bvr -::= _tbt::. se;nc titl c , 0Tho PhE'nt on. . .Prior" _f or . thr ee su.ccessiv3 .;) -~r 
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j "'8gnet Titl es (Contd.) i 

i "b" denotes substitute . ! 

i !lo .801, (s ) The Gre:,friera Dq B07 . 602 (s) l!llnte r• s i 
!Bsrring-Olt. ao, ( S) .:. Puzzl e ! or tb e Re,o ve. 804 ( S) Th ~ 

!Tangle. 805 (S ) The Rend of Pet e . 806, Le"'e '9unte r. 807, i 

i l!eulever ttr llaens Businasa . 808, ·• Soli t in ~he r.o . 609, slr ; 
· J ic;aJ 'S Substitute. 810 , Bunter the Hunt er. 811 , The Fouse ot 

;pm,garth. 812, Tbe Secret of the c, vea. 813 ( S) The Re•rt or! 
i e Hero. 814, Alontegu e tb e l1Ysterlous . 815 (S ) Fi sh:,'• Friend~ 

i J.y Soci 6t:,. 81G (s ) :.n Isl and )(rst ery. 817 (S ) Conde med by ! 

i tba School. 818 ( S) Disgr aced by his Fetber. 819, :•ick the ! 

!Outcas t. 82: , Tbe Gipe:, Schoolboy. 821, W.ck th e Unteoee ble .: 

! 822, The Luck of t l)e Gipe:, . 823, The Gioa7 Milli onair e . j 

!924, (s) Tbe Gr~:,fri ers Gliding Corps. 825 (s) Tba Coker i 

icball t nge cup . 826 , The R~bel of t he Re.n<>Ve, 827 (s ) True e s i 

i s teel . 828, The Gipe:,• a Rtiturn. 829 , The Phant oi, of tbe ! 

; Highl ands. 8}0 , The '.tr aitb of Locksmuir. ! 
. 

I 

I 
. 

I 

! 
I 

i 
i 
i 

.:.n comnmicationa t o Robert Blyth e, 

46, Carleton Rood, Hollowsy, London, 11.1 •. 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

. !low that th e Chrlstl'lBa s eH on ie with us once aga in ( or i 

! will be i n • wefik or two) wit h its hol ly •nd !!list le t oe t nd j 

! at te ndan t f es ti viti es, I wonder if you, lik e .,;yself, turn oncei 

J aga in t o one cf the lllJlcy exc ell en t C~.rist-,es hol iday s eri es? ! 
j If s o, which will you chQOSe? ! 

i S;,cekill! for '-)'Self I cons i der one d t he finest was the ! 

j occasion "h en Hsndfort.li in vi t es a c, owd to Hsndfort h Towers , 
1 

j his uncl e ' s plP~e in l!orf ol k , es t old i n 1s t li .S . 1'cs.3 4, 35, l 
, OruJ twv s tvrl es , but t hay r 6cSptur e th e •1>iri t of C ,r is tmes i 

i to perf ectio n. Fro , t he t imo Rendf orth s tep s out of t he trsip 

! at Nort h -1sl she nt and skid s on t he icy pl atf or .:i, t ha scen a 1e i 

! set fo r a "Chri st!IIBS t ~st evo r/ boy love d to re ad about . Jlorlli 

J ,./El lshoo.! To r:ia, even t hat n~;ne has s Ch.rie t.1!1.80~J so1.:.."l.d . F="'J~ 

j then on t he r eade r i • · Ul) t ~ his n eck i n sno" , • haunte d house i 
i (cos,ple t e with ruin ed wings ,n d ~ sta r io us happ dnings) end, i 

j of cours e , e ghos t! Tru e , t he whole t hing is a l eg --pull got j 

j up by th e irr epre ss ibl e wily Hsndt crth end his Uncl e Gec rge - ; 

j_but whet _he , p! ne t o _ th e l•ds . of . t~ e vill age _bef o: ~-:~ ."... _ ____ _i 
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; deno1.1e::ient was nobody's business. i 
1 Th e ,toke be ing over , everyone moves to the reel Handfort~ 
i Towers ( the previous h appenings herlng t,ken place in en =- j 
i inh abited ruin) and the reol festivities begin. Sterting with 
! a ball ( which describes one of the most emusi.ng incidents eve:.< 
1 penned by Brooks) we move bsclt to the · old ruin in search of' ! 
! another ghost, snd buried treasure. Oh yest old Ea,o,,y certsirl-

).y went to t own in thia story. ! 
But perhsps you stopped reading the N.L. before this at01r 

1 wee published? · .1,1cb, then, , ould be your choice? The first; 
i Christm~s story of ell is rememb ered rl th af'!eotion by meey 
i publis hed in 1916. It was called ff A Chr i stmes of Peril". As 
'. St.Fr anks hadn't appeared at that time it was of neces~ity ,s i 
I I!\YSte:ry story . However, it hed e ll the a.,ppropriste ingre lienita, 
! althoupl.i no ghosts. Or wae th ere? I f orget offh and . ,But ; 
1 what it did ha v e, wes Pro!. Cyrus Zingr bve, Jim t he Penm8n mdi 

Zileen DEre, so what more could ·one·heve wished f'or? In.,iden- i 
t a lly this ""a one of the f- Christmas Double No's. (Few t 1 

Tpere . ere only two properly spee.ld.ng. There were three in 
the years 1928-30 but th"7 only hsd 52 pegee, whereas these 
two had 70t) 

Shou,J.d _it be thot other ha pp,eni.ngs prevented e Christm el i 
holi C:ay series teki.ng place, Brooks made sur!' that his resde1si 
got t he ir proper ration of sno w end ghosts. . . 

There .es the occasion, for insta nce, duri ng the buil ding! 
of B~nnillgton Cinema when, es you r emsmber, • number of 1 

.l(emovitee '.<ere holding out egeinst the 11Wchin&t i one of ri.vel 
c inem o owner, !Jr. · .ebb. It being Christm e s, v1h e t co uld lte 
!D.Ore ne turel then th s t his thoughts should turn to ghosts Nld 
I!tY"Steriou• hcppeni.ngs? , 

Then, as happened twice , there might have been e ~e rring.; 
out going on at the time. Ags"in, whet could be me.re na .tural i 
th.an that a ghoet or two shouldbbe produced i.n en effort to 
shift the reltels? 

The ertist, t oo, plt1yed no sm•ll pert i.n putting over s. 
Christmes sy atmosphere end of' ell the artis ts whose work 
appea red i.n the N. L. I favour thet of Arthur Janee . It muat ; 
lte edmitted th•t . much of his work, apart from hie cover d.reor- i 
1.nga, wer e e rtistic e l.l,y end technically crude. In spite of · 
this his drawings bads cert•in i.nde!ineble at traction thet 
1n th e long run ruede him inseparable f'rom the stories• One 
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has only to compare e Christmas number of t he Old Series .. i. th 
t hose of the l ett er 1st N.s. end the 2nd N.S. to re eliae how 
well he lllBnsged t o copvey the weirdne ss of • ghoe illy happening 
or t he stillness of r ancwbmmd l ands cap e. , 

0n th e other hend some of th e other artists never managed . 
to echi....-e this effect. One~ perticul •r wee Kenneth Brook e4 . 
?tow Brookes, out side the i>•ge• of boys • !"' Pers . is en ertr emeq 
competent ertiet, •• I well know, heving . s oen some of hi s wet eit 
colours, (he hes, in feet, been 'hung' in the :lo;yol AcedSiey') i 

1 but somehos: he never menage<! to succ eed in putting over, to me j 
je t BJ:\1' ra te, the esaentiel f eet thst it ..,.s Chriatm eatid e . AB! 
i fer ghostly effects - well , they wer e just not the r e. ! 
! Brooks (Edw.Y, this time ) had • fondn ess f or " encestrel" i 
• h11Dea. This wss right up Jon es• street. He loved to portray i 
1 th ese hist ori c , al 'teit glOOill.Y piles; for t het ms something i 
! thet he could do· reell;y well . I' m thinking of two in perticu.; 
! ler - Hondforth Towers ( t he ruined one) md Tr egell is Cestle. i i He puts over this impression p£rticul erly well in th e cov er of i 
j "The Christmes Plo t". In this h e shows Tr agellis Cestle Up ! 
j to its eers ( or should one as;y turrets ?) in snow. A blizzord ! 
! is rsging end the cas tl e , looking lllt e one of those mediMv» l i 
! ces tl as one sees perched on cliff tops a long the Rhine , is i 
! loolcing grim end f orbidding. In f our-co lour pri nting ( ee wer q , 
! of course, ell N.L. cov ers) nt h en eppropri et e Chri st.ness;y i 
! surround, it's e.n ide el Chriet msa cover design. Peedl ess to j i sey , th e story its elf liv ed Up t o the suggestion conveyed b;y · 
; Jones' drswing. · ! 
i I wish tl ,o t I coul d sey t h, t e ll Broo ks I Christmes etori e,j 
i were exce ll ent. Unfortuna t ely , I cen • t. Brooks, lik. o e 11 1 

i eutho re, h ad his off ooc ent e, end it s eo:os to m. t he t his of f : 
1 moment s bec aa,e mor & fr<!quent es th e 2nd N. S . progressed (it i 
! would 1>: more correc t to se,y retrogr essed!) and so we find hi s j 
! l eeet cre di t able effort i n hi s l est Christ m.!'e etor;y of e ll , j 
!"Archi e 's Christmse P•rt;y". In this he goee ell s treAmlin ed i 
; ( tr;ring to cope with the th en edit or • s l e test policy ,perh epe?) ! 
i ,,nd insteed of r e lying on the old standby of ghos ts end ghost ly! 
i ef fec ts cont riv ed b;y und orst endabl e r.ieens , ht brings in s ! 
igedget, c cineme togrsph proj ect or ( e new inv ention !) which p~ 
! jects images into spece end causes t hem to eppes r whenever • · 
!needed " ithou t t h e Pid of • brckground or screen. Of course 1 
1thc possibility of ghostly e!f acts with such o !liuchin e i s 11.mitj
il os s end Eroo ks goe s the whol ~ hog with it , but I el w•ys !alt ; 
· thet he wAs bsing \Ul!flir to hi s rer.dere . Of cours .l, no-on e 1 I·-.- ·- ·-·- · - . - ·-·- . - · - ·- •- . - ·-• - · - . - ·-. - ·- ·- , - ·- · - • - ·-· - . - ·- -- · - ·- -- . -



·- ·· -·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· -35 3- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-· - ·-· · 
! b uliE-ved th · t t he gh ostly mrnir c s t rtions · .... r e cl' us ed by en:,- ! 
1 thing other tb on by bw:JEn egcnq , but to bl'v a ev ~rytbi.ng 1 

/c ttribut od to ,. "n "" inv ention" r e tbGr er,oUt things. 
1 

; Hav.·av er , in spit o of this blot on \b e escu tch eon, th er G> 

j er e mecy f in e s t ories to be found CIIIOllgSt th e Chri et mes mm-

j b r.r a, so whetev&r 7<:f1Zr fevourite, you osn look fol"lfPrd to e. 

itew hours of r eel ly enjoyP 'l le r e<'ding. Pcrsolll'lly, I eb Fll ! 

ibe r&<'ding the "Sp ac tro of Hl>nd!orth Towere" r nd " l!rnd!orth'a ! 

!Ghost Hunt".. 
1 

! I don• t know whethur I mede fIJ¥ quis too difficult lost 

; month or wba t her you're r ll worlcl.ng OYertim o , or eomothing, 
;but th e f r et re!ll eine th et no-on e hes written giving me th e ir 

j Prunrers. N£'VGr mind , I' ll forgive youl I c en•t giv e )'OO. 

in l\Y mor e this :aonth Pa I ,....n t to give e t'l.lrth er li et of titl e d. 
iTh oro •ll bo soma mor e tl.n th e nm<t iasu .. , though , so stP. rt ! 
i BWotting. The, enswe,r e to lest mont h• s isinw were , - i 

! l ) ldr.S7lv enus Nogge, the old Pctor in the a eries conce rni..,.; ; 

!StevP n •s t e ther ' s pl ay. 2) Dr.KE'rnPlt. 3 ) Th e enoey king j 

i in the New Angl ia s~rie e. 4 ) Mr. Crowell (I ' ll bet ;you th oug4 t 

j it wee Prof .Tu.ckerl ) PS r e l ~t ed in "Th o ROIDOV9 U,,ato r• a ! 
jDelu.sion, O. S .No. 256. 5 ) Thv Lightning Clu.e , O. S. No.39. ! 
i 6) Mr .wci en Dexter, Arch eol ogi et, br other - in - l aw to Dr .St.tr~. 
i 7) The riv e l cin 61!18 owner \':'ho goes inll r n e . Told in "S olomon ! 
! Levi's Triumph" , o.s .No ,293. 8 ) Eric Got ee. 9 ) Tho l !'n e l eP<f

! 1ng to Hol t• 11 F ~rm v:h ere his workmen h ~ve th eir cott ng,ae. ; 

!10 ) It you r &! er to the m,rp giv en in O. S.No . 537 y ou will :!ind ; 

i th ct you ere looking rt th e Chrpel. Or c t l er et, :,oo. shou ' A . j 
;b e if yCJG didn't got l oett ! 
jTitl os. The first in e~ch c oao is th e det .1etiv e story, t he 

;indT.s. so cond the St.Fr ~nks. 
i 15. The .l.tl r nt ic Pir r,toa, by Robert ·; .Comr e de~ i 
i B.-ck to St .Frtnlte 1 
! 16. Th e ~tu.,iq lqet" r.Y, by Robert '7 . Comr f'de. K. K. - K . 0 1 i 
! 17. The Vrniehed Film St 11r , by R,' •. Comr Ade. Hendy th e PlUIU>~. 

! 18. The Dorricmore CPatl e 1<1r11tery,by R. ,I .Comred .. . 
! Th e JtJzs J 11p era. 
i 19. Th a Room of Deotb, by R .-, .Comredo . Ht>n.dymlln Hl'nd;,-• ! 
j 20. Tba !k n from w.re, by R .':i .Comrf' d e . Bo7e of t he Bl"ld ! 
' Briged a . ! 
! ---- ! 
! P .s . Ron Bu.rrow, of Leeds, bu tu.m ed up trump s wi th ! 
i-- cnothe r ~11-oomct li s t of t>nawe rs . i 

··-·- ·-·-··-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-·-·- ·- ·- ·-·-· -·-· - ·-·-· - ·- ·-·-·- ------·- ·-· 
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LETTER BOX 

Don't Mia• Thi•, St,Jb'• Fen.st 
23/11/51. iDc• r Herbort Leckmlby, 

; Thenka for the "C.D ," which celile a long hap pily to cheer 
j up 8 demp and dismsl dey, I liked very mu.oh your description 1 

i of your nsi t to the Oldest Inhebi tent, end it is ..ery ogroe- i 
! ~~le to ]mo <V thrt you found it es ple asant es I did, Do ,-ou i 
! re"1ember Bob mentioning a L!itin po eo of Grey• s? He hos since j 
! sent it r long to ·me: And I em efreid th et I em keeping it e i 
!1ong ti:ne,•s I Plil waiting f or a spot of l e isur e to trsnslete ! 
;it for hial, I hove found it very int eresting , bri s tling with I 

; t ags fro1:1 Virgil, end • few from Hor ece end Lucretiue - good ! 
j old ThC<18S avid en't ly beliC'l ed, in h elping himself lib er ally 1 

j from the cl assics, It is t- curioue thing th at Grt-y 1 s L!itin i 
, po ~ms hov e never b een tr r,nsleted so fer end I em minded to i 
1 h!'VO e shot e t it s,ysclf, if Tom 11'.err-J end Bill,- Bunter porrai ~. 
!1iJ1ybo·•, I she ll do t he "Lww Hebit ebilis" for Bob, j i Now es it bep;,ens I hove • littl e spot of n ews, - nothbig 
i loss th on v project for a naw series of Tom !Jerry books, to b~ 
jpublieh ed in paper covers et e moderat e pric e - 1/6 or per- I 
i heps 2/-. r·\y 0 -.111 belief is th at Whet r eeders went i s th e ! 
! story, not th e covers , end t hr-t they would tolerat e pap er i 
! becks, for • oode r tte pric e , How3ver, we sh ell see hOI' it i 
! turns out . I axpect th at M<>rtin Clifford will be even bueie r i 
! th£1n Fr e.ncC Rich fi1·de fo r ao.ne con the to come... ".'lh.ich is a pros;. 
i pact that quite exhil or r te s Mertin. i 
i '1i th kind regr. rds, ;,J.weys yours since rely, 1 

! ----
1 

Fllw \!K RICH .Rl1S. 
I :. Ple• for the Old Fix,n 
incrr Edi tor, 
i I am in egree oent with the revia. of "To~ f"!erry•s 0wn11 

• 

j but I sho uld lik e to bring up the qu es tion of th e illuetr e tiods 
i _ t hey ~r e not wortb;y of th e stori es , and spoil t he eppeari>ncd 
i0 r en oth erwis e good producti on. I should lik a to pl o~d to ! 
!h~VO the old bends ht.ck on the = r k wit h llhich we hcve el woys i 
! id entifi ed th em - C .H.Che1>mBn on Grey-friars stories, R. J ,Mac- ; 
idonold on St . Jicls. It would mttlte l' ll the d.iff er ence, j 
;Mr, Chepmen, •• we know, is fortunet oly st ill ~ctive , Pnd · 
jmPybc l'V•il able. ~/hat do othors who know and admire t hese 

[artists think? ·-· - · Yours sincGrely, - · ROBERT Jr. "JHlTER. ·- ·- · -· · 
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Tiill. C):IRISTi.iAS 19 51 ROUIID TADLE. 
Once more the Yul e -".:ide seas on ho.s come o.rot.U'ld and 

all Sexton B1:.:.ke cnt!lusi ::ists n ro hopi :ig to hnve ut l oast 
an hour or t oo by tho fire ci.tb their :i:':wourito churaetor 
on the 25 t h Decanb cr . Yotm gor re L':.dor o ,:ill tlll'"ll ovor tho 
pa gos of tho s e old Gr,yn i.'va ns Xm '-\ 3 numb ers , r.i.tho ut the 
fe c.li :ig of no s t ,J.gi. a th . ,t oldor f'rionds of Dl a ko v:i.11 h uvo, 
but I think th:rt , ·o shall all ,7.i.sh th c t tho s o da ys could 
t craporarily r oturn nnd ,.,,, rai(;ht bo tro a t od to n .!E\7 G,,yn 
Evans Chri s tra c s story . At tho tioc of , r iting I ha vo not 
hod c. gl ir:ip30 o f tro Doc cc1bc r nt~bcro of th o curr ent s e ri es 
of S , !l. Ls, but I can h ,aurd u guoss that they , Jil l no t in 
any noy convoy th a t Chris1%nns f e eling , .hich TIO us od to hc.vo 
y,hcn tho d ea r ol d U, J , , ms dh tho bo okstalls and J:rie R, 
Pr-.rk or tr ea t ed us to sono typical Yuloti do sc en es :,t B!'.lcor 
stro ot, i '.o , ,·,o shall h uv o to be satisfi ed nith our old 
copi es ::-.nd try nnd i.m.., gine t:,c:c to ap ply to this ki ,10 t oo . 
Cert a inly no oth er chnr ::,cter in fiction, ::ip a rt i'roo Dickons 
tnuouo Pi ck uick, co.n ha.vc had such ooc.aon o.blo tr o~tr.1ont c. :J 

o ur lll.clco , and ocrtninly no ono bcfo ro or no one si.nco have 
cqltlllod th o ,~,ork o f : . .a ssrs , Elyc. ~ and Pc.rlccr. Onco c.ss, in 
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! i 
! a.ll t out thooo f ::i:1ou o Chrio1Das nua bors an d r o-r o::id i 
1 Ih sh :0 again "Splnsh" P0 go nnd Tinke r uill riv :il one i 
j !n:hor in soo.oomblo r opi.1rtoo, :ll.,_d onco co ro doa r old Lro~ ! 
; ncrdell cl.l l cool: t he1t Tur koy , be t on:rtod for h er effo rts , ! 
i ,;d r.ill undo ubt odly pr o oont Soxton BJ.al: o '7ith yot ano t h er l 
! nor, dr co oing gor n to rop ln co t hn t ol d , f c.dod, chol:lical ; 
1 ,rtQin od , c.,oc w on th a t ho lOYoa so ,1011. And onc e no r o rn ; 
j :fla ll bo cbl o to go t a glinpo o of Pedro . His da y i s very j 
' obvi ousl y dono , but uo shal l br ing h:!JJ out of r otir ru ont i 

fer c. f cm fll ooti :,g hours. · 
i I ,,,,uld l ike t o ropoc.t t h o good rd.sh es ti a<io a t th o ! 
; hoo d of t hioso ction t his ao nt h , and truot t ho.t ev ery r o:id or ! I r~ o.v o a good tiuo thi o ~ns. @ /J(})J!,.,j 1J(!71J ! 
- ~~ i ' a..-.:;::;>a ><1'1FlS ,qs, , ! ______ !! __________________________ _________________________ i 

! i 
TREAT YOl.F'SJJl,F 1 

i t o a r oc.l ly fine Xo::ts pr ooont. Fill in th o f em bo:icn th i 
i , ,nd send it ,Tith P. O. for 12/ 6d t o t ho n~dros s on th o p t'av i4u~ 
j pa llO• You ·:Till b e dal i ej!t od \'ti.th t hio l nrl ing r ow.ndo r · 
! of th o l~n f'roo I3c.kor &troot . Re1.1a:ibcr it is th o ono m d ! 
! only Sexton Dl nl:o r ecord over oo.dc cJld rr.i.11 uo ::;t lil:oly ; 
~ nov cr bo n~ il .:i.blo q~nin. This i o your l ::crt ch:.ncc to j 
! obt ~in ~ copy oo go to it Now. i!o order s co.n be roc ci v ":'d · 
i o.ttor 31:rt. Doccnbor 195 1 - co HUR'lY UP!!! 

i ~- ;;NCLO~ P . O. VALUE l 2/6d . PU::,,s:': SI:l:D iZ , p;-;-;; ~--. 
j OJT::: COPY OF 'I!IZ SEXT01l BL/J. :; r.:;c orJJ "l.iUR!l:l\ ON '!'HJ; PO!lTS ;ov~· 
! no .. \0 11

• i 
! tfall O• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • •, i 
! i i Ad<li'os:J. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • •• .!' . • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • j 

i I 
I • • • • • • • •• • • • •• • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • i 
i - ---- - ------ - ! 
i FOR Dfil'All.S OF TH:l: s ::zroN BL,\KE CLUB PLlilfJlE APPLY TO 
j H,UU:Y HOUER, YULDJ:ll Fl.RL, IIW.TI!Fr..;Lv, SUS$X . 1 

il!o furt her corr ospo n donc o r o th o club to Bl.c,ki.:mn add ro oo.; i 
!·- ·- ·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-· - ·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· · ·-·-·-·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-· =· 
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7-f.:' ~- ~ \:, A PP E ARI '"' L- ~ l)MCf'>Rl)). i !~J \I-le _v , ~ '-' .· · ., 
• '>)' b <! I> vv/1 , fe.1-. ."·; . . . . --------------- ----- ------ --------- -----------.....i 

Host r.lc;ic :ooao ri c s of' ::,y youth r oceiv oc'. " aovoro jol-ti 
o n t h o o cc c.si on of ny jc rnr noy roc cntl;• t o th e hoi.:o o f' th o sq 
c.t' c!on t Bl rJ: o fens, tho t · o P ,. clo:tnns . I l~ . ..! ,.n ito c! n oo.rl.y ! 
Ju,lf nn h our ct tho Zl o:,h c.nt c.n<! Cc stlo in So ut h Lon-~on , ! 
fo r c. tr :-.o t o t :-.!:o no to t!10 2.ocrtif'l~.ti c n I r c..qu irot! . : 

SuJ~c nly it cks n o~ e n co t tl~.t t ho b el ov e (! fu.:1 s o ~ .:.lYj 
youth h. .... cl this (!::-:.y, on t h o t ..u r cut <.·s I ccu l (~ l1ev o U !10 <..~, 1 
b ee n ro :.,l C".CO<.! bl' or::1i 1Ju a su il st i tut os. Thia ~Lo uc po n tl~ ri 
on tho r cu: ..rl:.:-.J lo c oinci -:!cnco , .fo r hc.vo not th o Dk ko :f=-.ns i 
:-.l sc l vct th o f'. ut !1or :::i o f th e f ~.r.!ous 1'Tr r-n c ::r Seri e s" t !1. ... t 
np· .... .x. r o..! uoDo y o::.rs nc o in t l.,,o no•;: :.!c funct U.J? cc:-1in:; 
,:,.s- I ... ~o rr o:-.1 ":loo{;. Gr een , t ho sur,:1o ao...! l ccc.ti on of t!10 tr c-.J.:: 
c.1oµot Yh oro t he uo n Pr ouc.l \·t.".:l rm r ..:vr ocl , tl:"olly busc o ' ·J.:i.vv 

1 
r c..'Pl :\cc<l th o tr~ 1s f or n =o~<! :-1:-.ny y cc:.rs :-.:1~ ">!10 X.:i t> , 
cross tho riv c..r '1hc.r.1cs, sco n e 0£ ; ::l.fly o Bl.::.k o n .. :vcntur3, to ! 
So~-t!1 Lo n1...~on oro on e soc s ::-. tr ~ ox.ccot for tlio f c~: th \t nii1 
thr o u:,.l-i th o l~int;s \".":'.y SU1.:lY.ey . Tho di ro, :, cr. rin c tr ~ c. 1J ! 
th o dis o:r"o inti r:.c o..bsonco of :n.:,.ko o. t.>thor s o f our yct..-t :1 . 
ospccio.li)" thoao ·:.d10 ·. iroto tho trd:l sorios , \":h nt ::10::.0=--:!.oo ~ 
t~1cy '":.,r i 11a . Chc rl:c r st ::-.rti ?-1~ t !to ~ .11 r ol li ~c n n~ f c=-.t :?ri nd 
tho !l"'.los , Skc:-ic ".)ri nc;i nc i.11 Zo11it h, :-.n <l t! 1on G, Ii. Tee <.: 
·;-ti.th h is f:--::iou s RoY:.no . !rorl c.."..::o Don.1lJ stuc. rt ~·.1.t! 1. 11Tho i 
Ui tclt os ~-o on " c.n<l C~.yn :N::-J1s clev e rly ~.>ri n~ i :1:; i :i l1ia t h an ! 
r,.::,:,ulr-.r Oni on :'.on ·. !1.o".)(':rt i.:urr ::.y · .r-.!:: z:u7"'0:'l1..'~ t o h::.vo Dach 
in ~.t t ho kill :, ut ·. - .c ro:,1 -.col by E . S. :Jr .ee ks ·.l10 fo-t ur o J ' 
his st :ir c?1.::r .1ct or, ·.:a.lc..!o. This l c:.t t o r ·.-,c.o Vot ed t :."lo i.>ost i 
of t ho sorios n uch to tho ~oli c;1t of Br o.::ks stV :"'c :.-t or s ~ i 
.tm<l so tho J.i:r. ;J~ocrinr; Lon<:~ n tr ::-r:s h ol e! 00t .1or i os f or t ho i 
Dl::-.ko f~s 1..>ut cur:,ri ::dnt:ly -.~1:1t !1.:".o '.:>oc n t:10 l o:;:3 ~f' · 
Lo nllon h~c ;)c c n th o ~;-.in o :.f Lcc c!o, hv110 o:f t he l1orth c rn ! 
o . ~.B . c , for the l?o1ti.l.I! ty-:, c tr :-.:i o \.'or e a::ol d to t :1::-.t city . ! 
So pc r hapa t h o fil::.Jco »up ) ortcr o up llo rth ,·r.i.11 thin!: o f' tho 1 

Prowl a yctor y -..·.h o:1 t hoy 300 t! 1030 p:-.rticul.nr tr .:.: 10 in -tho ! 
st r oc ts ~n~ r on~3 of Loc..Us . 

'.':C ~·~ID. - -~ ._, 
I 

···-·--- ·- ·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·- -- ·- · ··-- --- -- -- ·-- -- - ·- ·- ·- · - --·- . --- · .. . -~ 
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y ct udy of Saxton Bl.oleo loro h:,o b con t oo nnr ro u 
for ao to elem to bo an i,_uthorit y on tho gr co.t 
C:otoctivo , I can not, r ool ly, cl ::.iJ:1 to bo n 
Sexton Dl.:tlco "f un" ovon, for sin co tho r7nr I hav 
fou:,d it diffi cult to ::d.t do•.n cJld digost any of 

th o nou st oricc -.A,ich :i.r o pu bl iohod uonth ly in tho Sexton 
BJ.cl< c Li brn ry • 

But, d1on I nnalyso ay colf, I f.in <l tlu .t th o ro::oon 
th o nou :rtori oo oro unpc,l ::.t :ibl o t o ao io th ::.t I c :1nnot 
aott l o do, n to t!10 nor: ucthod of hcnd li ng tho c;ro:,t t:t.."ll, 
I do not kno,: Saxto n lll:::ko ney oo ro, :,nd Tink or, t h:::t 
youn e nn n nbo crt to ,m , irri t:,tcs oo , It i o t h:::t conocrv::t i o 
troit i n oo , ,J1ich di :iliko o clu nao , :ind c :i.uoos !:!O, pcrhapa 
to bo un(lOnorouo to tho o at m tin g tho ot>ri os t o- d,iy , 

But I ho.vo com,t l o30 happ y r.tor.:ori os of Bl o.ko c,s bo 
usod to b o, nnd I still onjoy :, n ovonillB nith o.n old oo.oto 
pioco :f'ro,:, ny :,cu,J.l llhko colloction, 

I b olicvo I f'ir::rt ltot BJ.cJco , hon eoccono (lllVO ao , as I 
"- l :1d, " cot of ol d Pon,iy Popul c.rc , Thoso pnlJOT3 cont ,u.no 
r oprinto<l Dl.nko at ori os , cJld I ,.ould occ c.oiondly ro c.d ono , 
but , n s n = 11 l nd I f o un<l t he ~ot octiv u otorios, :f'roquont y 
dock ed , . .d.t h r()l..l.::.nco, r ::-.th .... r ho::.vy eoinc . Tau i.lorry \,":l s in 
th e Pcn:,y ?op ul.~r, un<l ho ~;~to t ho uo.in ~tt rnc t ion - for ac , 
ct nrry rnto , 

:,s I or.id in cy Po.'1ny Fopul nr c.rt iclo in l ,·.ct year ' s 
An~uc.l, Bl l".k o nnc! Toa iior ry :tl.u:i,s sc0t1o<l to no to bo 
r dho r curioU!; bod-f c ll o\:o. 'l11oud1 it h::-.s bcon prov ed 
tl><:t Toe npp cds to r ondors of :ill :iec s, hi3 t:u in :,t trc.ct io 

in t he Pcn :,y Popul::ir u,.1at havo bomi t o t ho youncor r o., dor s 
boyo :!'rem 'T to 14 oould ro: : d nn<! on.Joy t ho school tc. l os . 
But So,rton Blake io in a dif f orcn t cl ass , A 1 2 yo or old , 
f or in stcnco , is out of his dopth '.:ith hit! . At l oc.st, I 
foun d it so , :,n<! I '.!.:ls :, t ypic c:l kid - I t hink, ilovoi
t hcl oos , ~.s I s:ud oa rli or, I ocau sion nll y founC: n Sexton 
Blcu<o story in th o Panny Po pul. :,.r t o :,pp cnl to a o, end I 



(359) ___ _ ____ _ 1 

I r oc:,11 on o clny bo in (: t c,kan o :f'.l.oc,t by cay fr.th or. 

p l ::mto<'. t h o s occl s of t he c.ff c ct io n fo r t l10 3:,k cr strcot j 
a.o.n Yh i ch t.c s t ·..: bl. osf' ,00 ·;h on I r o:::choU ...:.."lnhoocl. 

on th o vo 5sol o:f ,h ich he y,:,s Uc.st ar . Loc vi ng nt 6 in t h 
ciorninc; . I h:i.d ili. fficulty in :findin r; n po.pe r sho p opon to 
pr o vi do !:!C ui th so!:!.ot!1ine to r o!ld on t ho "br i<leo 11

• 1\.t 
~st I t ounJ ono. !Jut t ho no11s=Lecnt b:lCl fo u p c r io dic~o 
fo r ~ o , ::'ll J no i: ::._,_c;:ie:t s o r Goo s . So I p urch o.s oC: o. 
Saxt on Bl ::.ko Librc- .:ry - ·.1i t hout rauch cnt hus i :,.sti. It ,r- s 
"l), o 1:y stc ry of t ho Tur ki sh Aeroccc nt" . I r ovall od in 
it . I still t hi.nk it ono o f tho finest Bl...,J;o 5to ri c :, ov e r 
publ is:i o~ ; Th oclavor p l ot thrille d no t o oy 1 3 yoo.r o 1d 
n~ ro ,1. And so I r.:ot Gro.ni'tc Grant o.n~ Wl<.!c::loi so llo 
Jul i o fo r t he first t ino ~ It ·.r..s y o ::r s l c.t c r bof or o I 
found t h:, t the autho r ,.u s Pierr o Quiro ulo , t ho "Roll in:; 
st eno ". 

:3ut r . .ft o r t h..""'.t I neve r n i s5o<! o. Gr ant :t o ry, ant! I 
)l:,v c o coup lcto Gcrt o f t h oo t o-cley, o<:ny o f t hm obk in cJ 
throUOl t ho kin dn es s o f ::.iuib ere of th e Saxto n Bl::tkc ci.re lo . 

nut ov en so , I cc,nnot co.ll r.:y a cl.£ " rc ul Blcko i'!l?l, 
in s~ uch :1.s I ln.v o novor bo a-1 n roc,il.o.r r on.c!or of Bl nko ' s 
:idv ent ur cs . I cal l .n y eolf ::. cr n zy r ov.dor• fo r I h.~cl 
"cr ~zc a" i n r oo;l i l1G Bl nk:o.;- An.:! t ho so crnzos I h :ivo cJ. ,;.rey a 

·ii,,.,: a t r o[:Ulc.r i nt orvol 3, ·:Jhic h por h cp s sounc!s rc.thor c'>l.t'-
contr udic tory. :&1oy1, T oJJ i.:orry and Hr. n-y ~·,h::.rton I c.::-n 
r c::-.c! :-.ll the t i.no . I ncvor o- or, t ir e..! of t h <El. nut ·:i th 
Bl oke. I ,,oul J r ec.cl hin s~li <.!ly fo r p crhr.po a c:ont h , 
ut ory :.ft cr ,t ory . Thon I ,: oul <! n ccl oct h ill fo r c. tc.ic, 
onl y to h avo nno t hor n-nzo l c-t cr on~ 

,.'hen th o Unio n J ::icl: np:,oaroc! fir :,t , :i t h i to v:i ri.
col our e<! cover , I bc ur;.'lt th o firs on o - "Tho C:::so of tho 
Bo: u s J u dco", a i~ostr ol st o ry. I t h ouj1 t i t n (;1"..ncl y ::.rn ·, 
i:,ncl st ill clc~ I ·.rent on uit h- •'Tho Doc Dot cct ivo" :,nd r.mcl o 
:c.1y 1'ir3t :-.c qu.::.irrt:n co of t he C0 nt ol'.!or::-.t i ou, ~n~ Y.t:.s 
:f'~ c inn.to C. tb o uo ul. <.!n't bo~ For ;~:ny r.:cnt ho I h::::..:.! t h o 
Uni on J 0 . ck r ocuJ. :-.rl,y , -lol ir,hti ni:; in t h, v c.r io ty of stori " " 
t il l ny f i ckl e so ul c;ron tir 0<.l, me I l e ft Saxto n BJ.clco 
~.l one f'o r c.m t h or l one pcrioJ . 

Such ~--~s r.1y I w @i ti < cur so ry tr ont. ..:cnt of tho ,-.ror l ... t ' s 
O"C:"'.t os t <lot oct i vo. 
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Lo okinc b::c~ ov or 1~ c.ll , .!o·.n.th c viGt : of t ho ycr.r

31 I r.n, -, th ,,t t he Piorro Quu-o ul o s tories .'.l •.r.y s c.c;.w fi. rat 

·a.th no . I r oc.<1 t.110::i t o- <1,-,y, c,n.! oojoy th-x, just r. c uuch 
:::a , ,hon t hey ,:or o firGt publ.iro c,..!, I ' lov e.: t ho Korlr ol 

t=J.os too . l:vcn such t.."".los cs ''L: . ..:Y, at n::-:vansotl...;CJ" :-.n<l 

"Tho ; .. yirtory of Xo4", tl1ontricnl :,,s they :.ro by aoo.!orn 

st:::n<lnrus , hc.vo u ch ,u:,; of their or.<1 , hieh th o c,o~orn 
tri:t crs ncvo r succ oOC in cnpturinr;.. 

On a ft ory · . .hich nl \in }'S r co~ ins in i.:y i.:o:...Dry a a an 

ospcoi ally clev erly Tri t t ai y,,rn ,i:::s " Soxton IIl.:>.ko Li b : 

,rtory ·e:'.llo<I "Tho Grod Di<it1>nd Rl uff" , Sor.10 yoc.ra e.f't or 

th o s1o ry aititl o~ a s ~1.lovo \.'t!.3 publi:tioJ , I s..·w· n ·:fil.u 

o f th o c,·u o titl e , Tho pl ot '""" si n il ar, but it o.!ic! not 
int r oJu c o Bl.:".ko .. I h:rvo o f'ton \i"ct1..!cro<1 , hc tho r tho 

script ,.Tite r of tho fill.: aidi t h:,v o been th e s ,--r:o Ll.'.lD 

y}'?o ,r at o tho dory . 
I r co wbcr buti,nc , rcr-<!.r~ , z::.d c:,j oyine t ho 

trr 1ouu ''!'r m" serie s in tho Union J nct, siuply <in<! eol.ily 

boc ~uso I \!r.s ~l ,-:cys int(Jrc:,atOl! in Tr~ s . I nJ.,,~ys 

bouc;ht tho Xt:cs nwbors , to .. , 
I lil o.l Tink er ::,o :1 yoirth in his t een s. I lilc o.l 

llinta cill ll]_oko by th e h01:oly nxo of "C>.iv' nor", 
't11c ujl t hey <lroppo.: it for c t ine . I l ik e..: :.r s. B,.r,;a1.1 . 

~~ f':1vcurit c atory in th e U, J, ,,.nl S, B. L, '·"" 
umlou l:sedly "Tr.o :.l)'utor y J:ox• 'by Piorro Quiroule • . 

euri cusly enouj1 it 1::::s ono of llia fo v td e c in ·.Jlic h 

-t.1(.. ~--.cti on ~ <l net ::ov c out of 1'ncl~md, 

BL;JJ;~ l;. in 1952, 
'1'hvr1,. i :J ov c~oo-n-ioS u_>~):)GC t:1..~t 19 52 ,:,'l.11 bo 

c. : ;o;!ont vus onv in t ho Cr'.r c.•or of fictions ,..,To:-.to::rt !)rivnto 
..::t cctiv o. Tho no•·Jly f cn 1ou 31::l:e Circl e t.ill ::o st 

lilt cly ati: :ul:-t o r;r c::t cr i "it er e st in tho :a·.n 1'rou :hl:o r 
strc. ot r.n~ \:ti.th the n~,:cl! co- op:..r:.ti on ,.i1ich is c,~ >ccto c! 

rror.:. t b.is vonttT o iluch roso:l rch , 'l.11 · bo w1..!ort ::-:kon . ":le 

:-_ro r,oi:1..-: to try '\ :lt! :: ...... ~o t ·11 0 :;oeti r..n o f t ho C. D. of ovon 

·r oe.t or i:rl:cr c st th ~.n hith erto :,,n,! it is ho _,o-! t h,: t :::11 

thooo im oroO't o,'. dll holp in thio re sp ect . Quit o :,, l ot 

of int oruatin r; f::cts shot.:l<I cocsc to li.J1t ore l on..:, 


